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To His Excellency Joseph B. Ely, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.
Sir:—The Licensing Board for the City of Boston respectfully submits
its^ twenty-sixth annual report covering the year ending November 30,
19o j. •
Personnel of the Board
David T. Montague, Chairman, Arthur J. Selfridge, Mary E. Driscoll
constitute the present Board.
Financial
Receipts and disbursements for the year ending November 30 1931
Miscellaneous licenses ..... $51,634.00
Liquor licenses 2,056.00
Miscellaneous receipts ..... 263.80
Expenses of the Board, salaries, rent, lights, etc.
Excess receipts over expenditures
$53,953.80
32,042.01
$21,911.19
Licenses Granted by the Board
1. Third-class liquor, retail druggists
2. Fourth-class liquor, wholesale dealers
3. Fifth-class, industrial alcohol
4. Soft drinks ....
5. Innholders and common victualers
6. Lodging houses ....
7. Intelligence offices ....
8. Sale of firearms
9. Billiard and pool tables and bowling alleys
10. Ferris wheels and merry-go-rounds
11. Picnic groves ....
12 .Sunday sale of ice cream, confectionery, soda water and fruit
13. Entertainment, required by Chap. 299, Acts of 1926
Total number of applications acted on during the year
:
Granted 12,104
Rejected 251
256
6
1
2,585
2,769
3,437
140
14
305
2
3
2,419
167
12,355
The Board has held 527 formal hearings during the year in addition to
many informal conferences.
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HEARINGS
Kind of License Number Action Taken
Third-class druggists 1 Revoked
Third-class druggists 4 Granted after a hearing
Third-class druggists 1 Rejected after a hearing
mi • 1 1 J • j
Third-class druggists 1 T"> ^ _j / _ j ^ ^ j J \Revoked (sentence suspended)
Third-class druggists . 1 Placed on file
Innholders 2 Dismissed
Innholders A4 Placed on file, cautioned
Innholders i1 Revoked (sentence suspended)
Innholders 1 Granted after a hearing
Common victualers o cr35 Revoked
Common victualers 16 Revoked (sentence suspended)
Common victualers 3 Suspended 2 weeks
Common victualers 5 Suspended 1 week
Common victualers 1 Suspended 5 days
Common victualers 2 Suspended 4 days
Common victualers A4 Suspended 3 days
Common victualers 1 Suspended 1 day
Common victualers 2 Suspended balance of license year
Common victualers rr7 Placed on file, cautioned
Common victualers Granted after a hearing
Common victualers 15 Rejected after a hearing
Common victualers 11 Dismissed
Common victualers 3 Restricted
Fruit, etc. . 13 Revoked
Fruit, etc. . 14 Revoked (sentence suspended)
Fruit, etc. . 1 Suspended 1 month
Fruit, etc. . .
rr7 Suspended 2 weeks
Fruit, etc. . 10 Suspended 1 week
Fruit, etc. . 1 Withdrawn
Fruit, etc. . 1 Restricted
Fruit, etc. . 3 Suspended balance of license year
Fruit, etc. . 15 Placed on file, cautioned
Fruit, etc. . 1 A14 Granted after a hearing
Fruit, etc. 13 Rejected after a hearing
Fruit, etc. . 1 Dismissed
Billiard, etc. 5 Revoked
Billiard, etc. 1 Revoked (sentence suspended)
Billiard, etc. 3 Placed on file
Billiard, etc. 6 Granted after a hearing
Billiard, etc. 12 Rejected after a hearing
Billiard, etc. 1 Restricted
Billiard, etc. 2 Suspended 1 week
Billiard, etc. 4 Dismissed
Billiard, etc. 2 Miscellaneous
Lodging Houses 20 Revoked
Lodging Houses 15 Revoked (sentence suspended)
Lodging Houses 14 Placed on file, cautioned
Lodging Houses 6 Granted after a hearing
Lodging Houses I Rejected after a hearing
Lodging Houses . . 41 Dismissed
Lodging Houses . 3 Restricted
Soft drinks . . 16 Revoked
Soft drinks . . 12 Revoked (sentence suspended)
Soft drinks . 1 Suspended 1 month
Soft drinks . 6 Suspended 2 weeks
Soft drinks . . 12 Suspended 1 week
Soft drinks . 3 Suspended balance of license year
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Kind of License Number Action Taken
Soft drinks . 2 Miscellaneous
Soft drinks . 18 Placed on file, cautioned
Soft drinks . 17 Granted after a hearing
Soft drinks . 12 Rejected after a hearing
Soft drinks . 4 Dismissed
Intelligence offices 4 Placed on file, cautioned
Intelligence offices 1 Rejected after a hearing
Intelligence offices 1 Revoked (sentence suspended)
Entertainment, etc. 11 Granted after a hearing
Entertainment, etc. 3 Rejected after a hearing
Entertainment, etc. 1 Dismissed
Entertainment, etc. 11 Revoked
Entertainment, etc. Revoked (sentence suspended)
Entertainment, etc. 2 Placed on file, cautioned
Entertainment, etc. 1 Restricted
Entertainment, etc. 1 Suspended 3 days
Entertainment, etc. 1 Suspended 1 day
527
Note.—In 50 cases the Board suspended the license for a definite term
and on the termination of the suspension the license was revoked but the
revocation suspended.
Table 1.
—
Liquor
The following is a classified list of the licenses in force November 30,
1931.
Fourth-class dealer 3 Fifth-class license 1
Fourth-class druggist 3 Third-class druggist 238
245
Number of Licenses Issued and Amount Paid into the Treasury from
December 1, 1930, to December 1, 1931
3 fourth-class dealers, at $300 $900.00
3 fourth-class druggists, at $300 900.00
255 third-class druggists, at $1 255.00
1 fifth-class license, at $1 . . 1.00
Total $2,056.00
Liquor licenses are issued under the Massachusetts Liquor Law sub-
ject to Federal laws and regulations. The fee for a third and a fifth-class
license is fixed by statute at one dollar.
Table 2.
—
Common Victualers and Innholders
Applications granted
Places licensed
Canceled
:
Surrendered
For non-payment
Rejected
Revoked
Transferred
Withdrawn
Fees collected
Common Victualers
344
76
2,712
2,257
420
65
35
64
3
Of the licenses granted, 38 were for dining cars, 33
of which are in actual operation.
$13,145.00
1 6 (1931) licenses unpaid. 2 1 reconsidered and rejected.
Innholders
Applications granted
Places licensed
Canceled
:
Surrendered
. For non-payment
Rejected
Fees collected .
The fee fixed by Statute is not to exceed $5.
57
53
$280.00
Table 3.
—
Billiard, Pool and Sippio Tables and Bowling Alleys
Applications granted
Clubs
Places licensed
Places licensed (clubs)
Canceled
:
Surrendered ..... 18
For non-payment .... 10
Rejected
Revoked
Transferred
Withdrawn
Additional
267
38
305
224
38
28
23
5
13
9
10
Number of Tables and Alleys
Billiards 300
Pool 1,123
Bowling alleys ....... 740
Canceled for non-payment ..... 10
7 Billiard, 33 Pool, 17 Bowling Alleys.
Fees collected $10,530.00
The fee established by the Board is $5 for each table
and alley.
Table 4.
—
Intelligence Offices
Applications granted
Places licensed
Canceled
:
Surrendered
For non-payment
Class 1—4
Class 1—5
Class 2—3
Rejected (Class 2) .
Transfers granted .
Withdrawn (Class 1—1) (Class 2—1)
Fees collected .......
Of the applications granted
69 were first-class $5,175
55 were second-class 1,925
16 were third-class 32
The fee established by the Board is $75 for a first-
class license; $35 for a second-class license; and $2
for a third-class license.
7 licensed places hold two classes of licenses.
140
121
12
1
11
2
$6,652.00
Table 5.
—
Picnic Groves
Applications granted ...... 3
Places licensed ....... 3
Fees collected ... ... $15.00
The fee established by the Board is $5.
Table 6.
—
Sunday Sale of Ice Cream, Confectionery, Soda Water
or Fruit
Applications granted ...... 2,419
Places licensed ....... 2,095
Canceled
:
Surrendered 220
For non-payment 91
Rejected
Transferred
Transfers rejected
Withdrawn
Revoked
Fees collected 1 $11,655.00
The fee fixed by Statute is not to exceed $5.
311
44
72
2
39
13
1 3 unpaid licenses of 1930 paid.
Table 7.
—
Lodging Houses
Applications granted
Places licensed
Canceled
:
Surrendered ..... 281
For non-payment .... 70
Rejected
Revoked
Transferred
Withdrawn
Fees collected
The fee established by the City is $2.
3,437
3,066
351
61
20
75
4
$6,734.00
Table 8.
—
Merry-Go-Rounds, Ferris Wheels, Etc.
Applications granted
. . . . m% 2
Places licensed . .
. . 1
Canceled
:
For non-payment ...... 1
Withdrawn ........ 1
Fees collected .......
The fee established by the Board is $1 for each class
for each day licensed.
$12.00
Table 9.-
Applications granted
Places licensed
Canceled
:
Surrendered ..... 232
For non-payment .... 80
Rejected
Revoked
Transfers granted
Transfers rejected
Withdrawn
Fees collected 1
The fee is established by law, not to exceed
Retail Vendors of Soft Drinks
. 2,585
. 2,257
312
40
16
78
1
49
$2,506.00
1 Unpaid license of 1.930 paid.
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Table 10.
—
Firearms
Applications granted ...... 14
Places licensed ....... 14
Fees collected $70.00
The fee established by the Board is $5.
Table 11.
—
Entertainment, etc.
Applications granted: Innholders .... 16
Common victualers . 142
Soft drinks .... 8
Fruit 1
Canceled
:
Surrendered Innholders .... 1
Common victualers 19
Non-payment Soft drinks .... 1
Rejected Common victualers . 9
Soft drinks .... 3
Revoked Common victualers . 10
Soft drinks .... 1
Transferred Common victualers 2
Places in operation ...... 135
Fees collected 1 $35.00
1 1 reconsidered and rejected.
Table 12.
—
Miscellaneous Receipts
Recording fees $262.00
Sale of Firearms books ....... 1.80
Total amount received and paid into the treasury on account
of miscellaneous licenses and receipts .... $51,897.80
Table 13.
—
Holders of Licenses Arranged According to Nativity
Retail Fruit,
Lodging Common Inn- Vendors of Ice Cream, Fire-
Houses Victualers holders Soft drinks etc. arms
Albanian 7 41 67 65
American . 1,538 1,127 58 741 650 7
Arabian 1
Armenian 11 51 124 127
Austrian 8 20 19 22
Belgian 8 1 1
Bulgarian 1
Canadian \ 733 115 3 70 53
Chinese 22
Cuban 1
Czecho Slav . 1 1
Danish 6 2 1 2
Dutch . 2 2 2
English 131 30 43 40 1
Finlander 5 1
Filippino 1 1
French 24 9 1 2 1
German 29 31 20 17
Grecian 22 339 157 172
Hungarian 1 1 1 2
Irish 519 68 120 124
Italian 33 297 1 503 505 3
Japanese 1 2
Latvian 2
Lithuanian ! \ ii 21 58 54
Norwegian 4 2 1 2
Polish . 60 30 57 58
Portuguese 14 12 17 13
Roumanian 3 5 11 12
Russian 41 372 3 470 474 2
Scotch . 63 22 1 7 8 1
So. American 1 2
Spanish 1 5 2 1
Swedish 82 20 4 6
Swiss 2 1
Syrian . '. '. 163 36 95 98
Turkish 4 25 25 26
Ukranian 1 6 1 1
West Indies . 28 4 3 3
3,557 2,725 67 2,624 2,539 14
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Expenditures from December 1, 1930, to December 1, 1931
Personal Service
Commissioners, Secretary and Permanent Employees
.
$24,791.28
Temporary employes ....... 769.23
Services Other than Personal
Printing and binding ....... 72.88
Light
. ; 222.80
Rent 4,500.00
Communication
. . 322.91
Cleaning 4.76
Investigation, etc. ........ 49.00
General plant repairs ....... 54.35
Equipment
Library
. . . 22.50
Supplies
Office 1,187.63
Food and ice 28.08
Laundry, cleaning, etc. ....... 17.19
$32,042.61
Legislation
The legislature of 1931 made no change in the laws relating to the
Board or concerning the licenses granted by it.
The fiscal year 1931 is the first year since the repeal of the so-called
Baby Volstead Act. The repeal of this law has not appreciably affected
the work of the Board. Some licensees continue to take chances, but
apparently no greater number than before.
New Legislation
The number of delicatessen stores which are a great convenience to
many people seem to be increasing in Boston and doubtless in other
large cities of the Commonwealth.
It would enhance their usefulness if these stores were allowed to
sell cooked and prepared foods during certain hours on Sunday. The
Board therefore recommends that the Sunday laws be liberalized to
this extent.
With the coming of games and sports on Sunday, a demand has grown
for the sale in the vicinity of the games of some or all of the articles
permitted to be sold on Sunday.
This demand is often supplied by the sale from movable stands,
vehicles or receptacles near the grounds, sometimes in public ways and
by persons who have no permit or license or authority of any kind. The
Board believes that such sellers should be subject to control and super-
vision and therefore recommends that they be licensed and herewith
presents a bill to cover these recommendations.
There are many casual vendors of foods such as sandwiches, frank-
forts and ice cream, who carry their wares or sell from vehicles or im-
provised stands in the public ways without a permit or license from
any authority.
The Board believes that the seller of foods to be eaten forthwith
should be subject to control and supervision and therefore recommends
that they be licensed and herewith presents a bill to that effect.
A license for the sale of soft drinks to be drunk on the premises is
now required by law unless the licensee holds some other license which
includes soft drinks.
On the occasion of games, parades, celebrations and at other times,
9there is a large sale of soft drinks from receptacles, vehicles and temp-
orary stands in the public ways by persons who have no permit, license
or authority of any kind.
The Board believes that such sellers should be subject to control
and supervision and therefore recommends that they be licensed and
herewith presents a bill to that effect.
General Matters
All applications for licenses are referred to the Police Department
for investigation and a report, which is made in writing giving reasons
for disapproval and in some cases for approval. The Board also re-
quires new applicants for liquor, intelligence office, pool and bowling,
entertainment and lunch cart licenses to appear before the Board prior
to the granting of a license.
Applicants for booths or for dancing must present a plan showing
the location and character of the proposed booths or the space for
dancing, a copy of which plan is filed with the Board. Booths must be
open and not over four feet six inches high, and in some cases less
height only is permitted.
If the police report on an application is unfavorable or if there are
objections to the granting of a license, a hearing is given.
Close cooperation is maintained with the Building Department of the
City, especially with reference to safety from fire of buildings licensed
as lodging houses and no new license is granted unless the building in
which it is to be exercised has the approval of the Building Department.
The Board endeavors to see to it that no license is granted the exer-
cise of which is likely to cause a nuisance to others and that no license
already issued is so exercised as to become a nuisance.
Licenses are not granted to aliens without at least first papers and
voting citizenship is required of some classes of licensees.
Complaints for violation of law or of the terms of a license are usu-
ally made by the Police, but sometimes by City departments, Federal
authorities and individuals. Information from any source is welcome.
Public hearings are held on all complaints that purport to be sus-
tained by evidence.
At all hearings any person interested may appear with counsel, and
if a licensee has no counsel, the Board endeavors to safeguard his or
her rights. Nothing in the nature of a penalty is imposed without a
hearing.
The Board has harmonious and satisfactory relations with the Police
Department, City departments and with the Federal authorities.
David T. Montague,
Arthur J. Selfridge,
Mary E. Driscoll,
Licensing Board for the City of Boston.

